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The  Township  of  Short  Heath  had  at  Midsummer,  1900,  an 
estimated  population  of  3703,  living  in  706  houses  and  occupying 
1,607  bedrooms  ;  giving  an  average  of  about  5  persons  in  each  house. 
For  practical  purposes,  the  population  may  be  said  to  live  in  four 
villages,  Lane  Head,  Lucknow,  Short  Heath  Village  and  New 
Invention,  at  an  elevation  above  the  sea-level  of  from  445  to  520  feet. 
The  climate  is  bracing,  the  subsoil  chiefly  clay  but  in  plw 
mixed  with  clay,  and  the  natural  drainage  is  good,  with  a  general  fall 
towards  the  South  East.  There  is  a  large  tract  of  eH  -  - 
country  on  three  of  its  sides.  It  is  occupied  almost  exclusively  Dy 
the  working  classes,  who  are  chiefly  Miners,  Locksmiths  and  Iron 
Workers.  In  recent  years  the  proportion  of  Miners  has  greatly 
increased,  in  consequence  of  the  development  of  the  Essington  Coal¬ 
field  ;  whilst  the  proportion  of  Locksmiths  has  decreased,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  more  rapid  development  of  gas-power  and  steam-power 
machinery  in  adjacent  towns.  The  roads  are  lamentably  bad, 
although  there  has  been  improvement  of  some  of  them  in  the  last  two 
years.  The  kerbing  and  channelling  are  primitive  in  construction, 
and  there  is  no  system  of  deep  sewerage.  Except  39  houses  supplied 
by  well  water,  the  water-supply  was  entirely  from  the  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  Corporation  mains.  The  supply  is  derived  chiefly  from  an  arte¬ 
sian  well,  but  partly  from  river  water.  It  is  usually  excellent-  in 
quality,  and  in  recent  years  after  much  effort  has  been  abundant  in 
quantity  ;  a  marked  contrast  to  the  scanty  and  highly  polluted  well- 
water  and  brook-water,  which  alone  were  available,  when  I  became 
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your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  May,  1871.  The  food  supply  was 
abundant  and  usually  wholesome  and  good.  It  is  possible  the  com¬ 
ing  census  will  show  a  population  a  trifle  less  than  the  estimate  given, 
so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  house  to  house  inspection  book. 

The  Birth  and  Death  Rates  were  respectively  35 ’1  and  19-4 
per  thousand  per  year,  as  compared  with  42 -0  and  17  *4  respectively 
in  the  ten  preceding  years.  The  Death  Rate  from  preventable 
diseases  was  4  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  2 '5  in  the  ten  preceding 
years.  The  deaths  of  children  under  a  year  old  per  1,000  births 
registered  were  115 '3  as  compared  with  an  average  of  162 '1  in  the 
ten  preceding  years. 

The  average  annual  death-rate  from  1872  to  1876  was  22 ‘3 
,,  „  „  1877  to  1881  ,,  18*1 

,,  ,,  ,,  1882  to  1886  ,,  15*5 

„  „  „  1887  to  1891  ,,  17-0 

,,  ,,  ,,  1892  to  1896  ,,  16-4 

,,  ,,  ,,  1897  to  1900  „  18*1 

In  coj .sidering  these  figures,  the  extraordinary  high  birth  rate  in 
recent  years  must  be  borne  in  mind.  Under  the  best  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  a  large  percentage  of  children  horn,  die  before  they  are  a  year 
old  ;  a  still  larger  percentage  die  where  there  are  insanitary  surround¬ 
ings  ;  and  the  more  children  there  are  in  a  neighbourhood,  the  greater 
the  risk  of  contracting  and  spreading  infectious  diseases,  and  therefore 
the  greater  the  number  of  deaths  from  infectious  complaints  between 
the  ages  of  2  and  10.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  ;  given  an  unusually  large 
number  of  young  children  in  any  locality,  whether  with  an  artisa  n  or 
residential  population,  it  must  follow  that  even  if  the  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  locality  is  excellent,  there  will  be  an  addition  to  the  death 
rate  from  these  causes  as  compared  with  places  in  which  the  number 
of  children  is  unusually  small.  In  practice,  however,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  births  are  usually  much  more  numerous  in  artisan  populations 
than  in  residential  towns  ;  a  fact  which  I  am  sure  is  often  either  for¬ 
gotten  or  not  appreciated  in  estimating  the  relative  salubrity  of 
manufacturing  and  so-called  residential  towns. 
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Sickness  from  general  causes  was  over  the  average  in  the  first  six 
weeks  of  the  year  ;  decidedly  over  the  average  in  October  ;  under  the 
average  in  the  second  half  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  ;  and  about 
normal  the  rest  of  the  year. 

The  Notification  Act  came  into  force  the  first  of  January,  and 
3  cases  of  Diphtheria,  2  of  Erysipelas,  and  8  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
certified.  Of  other  Preventable  Diseases  there  came  to  my  knowledge 
17  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  158  of  Measles,  3  of  Diarrhoea,  3  of 
Chicken  Pox,  and  11  of  Influenza.  Of  these,  two  died  from  Diph¬ 
theria, one  from  Scarlet  Fever,  12  from  Measles  and  one  from  Influenza. 

A  nuisance  was  found  on  one  of  the  premises  infected  by  Diph¬ 
theria  at  New  Invention,  sufficient  to  favour  production  of  the  disease, 
and  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  secure  its  removal. 

With  regard  to  Scarlet  Fever  instructions  were  given  in  each 
case  with  the  object  of  arresting  as  far  as  possible  with  the  means  at 
command,  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Some  of  the  infected  premises 
were  disinfected  with  Sulphurous  Acid,  and  in  one  case  a  Schoolmaster 
was  advised  to  keep  from  school  for  a  period  of  six  weeks. 

In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles  in  adjacent  towns 
on  June  2nd,  I  advised  Schoolmasters  to  keep  a  keen  look-out  for 
suspected  cases  and  to  exclude  them  from  school  at  once,  because  the 
disease  is  contagious  for  two  or  three  days  before  the  characteristic 
rash  appears.  The  first  case  at  Knight’s  Bridge  came  from  Stafford 
Union  a  day  or  two  before  May  19th  when  the  rash  broke  out,  and 
another  case  was  ill  on  June  8th  which  had  come  from  Dudley  on 
June  4th.  Before  June  was  out,  48  other  cases  were  reported.  A 
handbill  containing  special  instructions  as  to  how  to  manage  the 
disease  was  extensively  circulated,  and  as  there  was  a  considerable 
decline  in  the  number  of  fresh  cases  in  the  last  week  of  June,  the 
consideration  of  possible  school  closure  was  deferred,  but  advice  was 
given  to  exclude  from  school  all  children  who  lived  at  infected  homes. 
On  August  22nd  I  advised  closure  of  the  Wesleyan  Elementary 
Schools  in  consequence  of  the  number  ef  children  suffering  from  the 
disease,  for  one  month  ;  and  on  October  20th  I  advised  closure  of 
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Holy  Trinity  Schools  for  the  same  reason  until  November  19th, 
special  enquiries  and  investigations  having  been  made  as  to  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  the  disease  between  the  17th  and  20th  of  October,  inconse¬ 
quence  of  the  high  death-rate  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  month.  Both 
schools  were  closed  by  order  of  the  Council,  and  in  both  cases,  so  far 
as  I  can  judge,  with  benefit.  I  also  suggested  to  the  Managers  of  both 
Schools  that  the  Sunday  Schools  held  there  should  be  closed  fora  like 
period  and  am  informed  they  complied  readily  with  the  advice.  A 
teacher  whose  children  were  seriously  ill  with  the  disease  was  advised 
to  cease  attending  sciaool  as  soon  as  information  was  to-hand.  Both 
Schools  were  cleansed  and  well  fumigated  with  Sulphurous  Acid 
before  the  children  re-assembled.  As  only  two  oases  have  been 
reported  since  November  21th  I  hope  the  epidemic  is  over.  The  fatal 
prevalence  of  Measles  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  increase  in  the  general 
death-rate  as  compared  with  recent  years  There  were  12  deaths 
out  of  158  reported  cases,  whereas  there  were  only  11  deaths  from  the 
same  cause  out  of  a  total  of  361  cases  reported  in  the  ten  preceding 
years.  Although  there  is  no  doubt  the  disease  was  severe  in  type,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  there  would  have  been  less  suffering  and  possibly 
less  fatality  due  to  it,  if  people  would  not  regard  the  disease  as  trivial 
in  its  nature  and  would  take  more  care  to  keep  the  sufferers  thoroughly 
warm,  especially  during  the  first  few  days  of  the  ailment,  when  there 
is  a  special  liability  to  lung  complications. 

The  projected  scheme  for  a  joint  Isolation  Hospital  referred  to 
in  my  last  Annual  Beport  has  been  abandoned,  and  no  Hospital  is 
available  for  use. 

A  house  to  house  to  house  inspection  was  made  by  your 
Inspector.  He  reports  that  the  houses  generally  are  in  fair  sanitary 
order  ;  that  the  contractor  for  removal  of  excrement  has  done  the 
work  well  ;  that  the  privies  and[ashpits  are  in  good  repair  ;  that  there 
are  now  138  covered  ashpits  out  of  a  total  of  298  as  compared  with  116 
out  of  296  in  the  previous  year  ;  that  the  utility  of  the  bye-law  hav¬ 
ing  reference  to  the  deposition  of  filth  on  agricultural  land  near  to 
dwelling  houses  has  again  been  forcibly  demonstrated  ;  that  the 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Bakehouse  and  Slaughterhouses  have  all  been 
regularly  visited  and  were  kept  in  good  order  ;  that  pigsties  are  kept 
clean  and  that  the  drainage  of  Wolverhampton  Road,  New  Invention, 
has  been  improved  by  the  abolition  of  a  ditch  and  the  substitution  of 
drainage  pipes  and  trapped  gullies. 

By  referring  to  table  5,  some  estimate  of  the  sanitary  work  of 
the  year  can  be  obtained.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  large  amount  of  use¬ 
ful  work  was  done  as  the  result  of  informal  notices,  usually  a 
verbal  request  by  your  Inspector  between  the  meeting-days  of  the 
Council.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  Formal  Notices  were  more  than 
usually  numerous,  and  that  many  are  not  yet  complied  with.  I  am 
told  that  most  of  these  notices  refer  to  two  properties  consisting 
of  several  houses,  one  of  which  at  the  end  of  1899  I  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  As  regards  one  of  these — Brewer’s  Row — 
extensive  repairs  are  in  progress  likely  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  as  regards  the  other  I  am  informed  an  assurance  has  been 
given  that  the  work  of  repair  shall  be  put  in  hand  shortly. 

As  regards  house  accommodation  I  am  of  opinion  that  25  to 
50  new  houses  would  be  immediately  occupied.  Perhaps  men 
of  property  in  the  district  will  give  this  statement  early  consideration. 

With  regard  to  the  Closing  Order  made  by  a  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  in  1899  concerning  a  house  condemned  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  the  order  has  now  been  complied  with  ;  but  not  I  am  sorry 
to  say  until)  the  occupier  had  been  to  gaol  for  not  obeying  it,  and 
it  was  made  clear  to  him  he  would  have  to  go  again,  if  he  still  per¬ 
sisted  in  occupying  his  miserable  tenement. 

With  reference  to  the  provision  of  sewers  I  wrote  in  1893  advis¬ 
ing  the  Council  to  consider  whether  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  a 
better  and  more  extensive  system  of  sewerage,  discharging  on  lines 
parallel  with  the  Bentley  Brook  course,  on  to  properly  constructed 
filter-beds  near  the  Gas  Works  ;  and  whether  it  ought  not  to  secure 
the  land  whilst  it  is  to  be  had,  first  submitting  the  question  to  a  com¬ 
petent  Surveyor  and  deciding  on  the  system  of  filtration  suitable  to 
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render  the  effluent  harmless.  This  matter  still  needs  the  attention 
of  the  Council. 

During  the  year  I  inspected  every  Workshop  in  use  in  the  dis¬ 
trict — 52  in  number.  As  a  result  of  these  inspections,  I  requested 
the  abatement  of  seven  nuisances  arising  from  various  causes  by  a 
specified  date  and  also  that  38  of  the  shops  should  be  cleansed 
and  limewashed  by  a  specified  date.  On  the  dates  fixed,  I  re¬ 
quested  your  Inspector  to  visit  the  shops  again.  He  found  six  of  the 
nuisances  abated  and  that  37  of  the  shops  had  been  limewashed.  A 
Formal  Notice  to  abate  the  other  Nuisance  has  been  served,  and  the 
other  shop  was  to  be  limewashed  early  in  January  1901. 

There  were  130  births  registered  and  15  children  died  under  a  year 
old.  Fifty  nine  children  were  successfully  vaccinated,  none  were  ex¬ 
empted  from  vaccination  by  certificate  ;  and  no  certificates  of  Insus¬ 
ceptibility  were  received.  These  figures  show  laxity  in  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  law  and  carelessness  on  the  part  of  parents.  I  can  only 
repeat  what  I  have  often  said,  if  people  will  ask  for  Small  Pox  again 
they  will  have  it — when ,  is  only  a  question  of  time. 

A  serious  case  of  lead  poisoning  in  a  woman  came  under  my  notice. 
The  source  of  the  poison  has  not  been  found  out,  although  very  care¬ 
ful  enquires  were  made,  and  at  my  request  a  suspected  article  of  con¬ 
sumption  was  analysed  by  the  County  Analyst. 

Enquiries  as  to  poisoning  by  Arsenic  in  beer  were  instituted  and 
one  case  was  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Dr.  Eeid  has 
made  an  excellent  report  on  this  subject  to  his  Council.  From  this 
I  infer  that  if  any  sample  of  beer  has  been  analysed  from  the  sus¬ 
pected  source  at  Short  Heath  no  Arsenic  was  found.  It  does  not 
however  follow  that  no  beer  containing  Arsenic  had  been  taken.  The 
prompt  action  of  Health  Officers  all  over  the  country,  as  soon  as  the 
true  cause  of  the  extraordinary  prevalence  of  peripheral  neuritis  was 
ascertained,  would  speedily  have  the  effect  of  causing  contaminated 
beers  to  be  withdrawn  frcm  sale  ;  and  this  was  of  far  more  importance 
to  the  public  than  more  leisurely  and  silent  proceedings  calculated  to 
lead  up  to  a  larger  number  of  prosecutions  could  be.  The  presence  of 
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Arsenic  in  beer  must  be  prohibited,  and  the  Country  will  look  to  the 
Government  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  ensure  a 
purer  supply  ;  and  they  will  also  look  to  County  Councils  to  institute 
criminal  prosecutions  w7here  there  is  reason  to  fear  there  has  been 
criminal  carelessness  or  ignorance  of  the  true  nature  of  the  glucose 
sold  to  brewers,  until  such  time  that  District  Councils  have  greater 
powers  by  law  than  they  appear  to  possess  at  present. 

I  still  advise  the  adoption  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 
Act,  1890. 

There  was  no  death  in  the  Union  House  of  any  person  from 
Short  Heath. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  3731. 

The  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County 
Council  are  in  substance  appended. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  T.  HARTILL, 

M.  O,  H. 

Willenhall, 

January  24th,  1901. 
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Table  2L 

LOCALITIES. 


Not  filled  up  as  there  were  no  recognised 
divisions  of  known  population. 
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Table  3. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Certified  during  the  year. 


At  all 

Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under 

i 

1  to  5 

5  to 

[  15  to 
25 

to 

0 

65  and 
upw’d. 

Diphtheria 

3 

i 

i 

I 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

3 

5 

Totals 

13 

i 

4 

6 

1 

0 

1 

Note. — No  case  was  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment,  and  no  Hospital  has 

been  provided. 


Other  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  which  came  to  my 

knowledge. 


At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under 

1 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 

65 

65  and 
upw’d. 

Whooping  Cough 

U 

3 

9 

5 

Measles 

158 

1 1 

83 

63 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 1 

1 

9 

1 
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Table  4. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup. 

Croup 

|  Typhus 
Fever  •  Enteric 

(  Cther  continued 
Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis  . . 

Puerperal  Fever.. 

Erysipelas  . .  . . 

Other  septic  diseases 
(Miscarriage) 

Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

Cancer 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
organs 

Alcoholism  \ 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents  of 
Parturition 
Heart  Diseases 
Violence 
Suicides 

All  other  causes. . 


All  causes 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

i 

i  and 
hinder 
5 

!  5  and 
under 

15 

15  anc 
under 

25 

25  anc 
under 

65 

^65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

12 

9 

3 

I 

i 

2 

i 

i 

I 

1 

8 

2 

5 

1 

i 

1 

3 

I 

1 

1 

i 

i 

3 

3 

5 

2 

1 

2 

6 

I 

4 

i 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

25 

8 

i 

2 

1 

3 

10 

72 

15 

22 

6 

2 

13 

14 

o 


Deaths  in  Public 

Instiutions. 
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Table  5. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  BY  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


35 


3  3 


33 


3  3 


Houses  Inspected,  number 
Schools  ,,  ,, 

Dairies  ,,  quarterly 

Cowsheds 
Bakehouse 
Slaughter-houses  inspected  quarterly 
Ashpits’and  Privies  inspected 
Pigsties  ,, 

Formal  Notice  to  abate  Foul  Condition  of  Dwelling  House 
Abatement  after  Notice 

Formal’  Notices  to  remedy  Structural  Defects  in  Dwelling 
Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  . 

Abatements  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  to  remedy  Structural  Defects  in  Dwelling 
Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Abatements  after  Notice 
Informal  Notices  to  abate  Overcrowding 
Abatements  after  Notice 

Formal  Notices  concerning  Houses  unfit  for  Habitation 
Abatement  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  concerning  houses  unfit  for  Flabitation 
Abatements  after  Notice 

Informal  Notice  to  cease  using  a  filthy  Scullery  as  a  Dwelling 
House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Abatement  after  Notice 

Formal  Notices  to  abate  Nuisances  from  Ashpits  and  Privies 
Abatement  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  to  abate  Nuisances  from  Ashpits  and  Privies 
Abatements  after  Notice 

Informal  Notice  to  abate  Nuisance  from  deposit  of  Manure  ... 
Abatement  after  Notice 


706 

8 

3 

2 

1 

3 

721 

96 

1 

1 

12 

2 

68 

68 

10 

10 

9 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

0 

26 

25 

1 

1 
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TABLE  5  (continued). 

Formal  Notice  to  abate  Nuisance  from  filth^y  Scullery 
Abatement  after  Notice 

Formal  Notices  to  remedy  faults  in  House  Drainage  ... 

Abatements  after  Notice  ... 

Informal  Notices  to  remedy  faults  in  House  Drainage 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Formal  Notices  to  provide  proper  Water  Supply 
Notices  not  complied  with 
Informal  Notices  to  provide  proper  Water  supply 
Notices  complied  with  ... 

Informal  Notices  to  abate  Nuisances  from  Pigsties 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Informal  No.ices  to  abate  other  Nuisances 
Abatements  after  Notice 
Formal  Notices  in  1899  complied  with  in  1900... 

,,  ,,  ,,  not  yet  complied  with 

Informal  Notices  in  1899  complied  with  in  1900 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ,,  ,,  ,,  „ 

Closing  Order  for  house  unfit  for  habitation,  by  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  in  1899 — not  complied  with 

Order  complied  with  in  1900  ;  but  not  until  after 
occupier  had  been  to  goal  and  further  proceed¬ 
ings  were  taken  and  several  adjournments  had 
been  granted  by  Court  to  enable  him  to  leave 
the  premises  if  he  intended  to  do  so 


1 

1 

12 

3 

38 

38 

8 

0 

3 

3 
2 
2 

53 

53 

1 

2 

o 

O 

4 
2 

1 


1 


V' 


